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PRESS RELEASE

Clarification Regarding M.Phil Pathology
Privileges and Credentialing

[Islamabad, 2" February 2021]: In response to numerous queries received and after
discussions with different associations of pathologists regarding the decision of the
Medical and Dental Council to treat the qualification of M.Phil Pathology as an
academic qualification, it is clarified that the decision does not in any manner represent
the imposition of any restriction on the privileges and credentialing granted to M.Phil

Pathologists by healthcare institutions and laboratories.

Any privileges or credentialing granted to a person holding the qualification of M.Phil
Pathology in the past may continue to be availed by them, subject to terms of their
employment with the respective healthcare institutions. The grant of privilege or
credentialing to a practitioner or any other person is the domain of the healthcare
institution and is regulated by the relevant Healthcare Commissions or provincial
regulatory authority not the Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC). Furthermore, the
gualification of M.Phil Pathology can continue to be valid for grant of status to holders

as medical faculty in medical colleges at the discretion of the educational institutions.

In terms of the earlier decision of the Medical and Dental Council, it is also clarified
that the different curricula of M.Phil Pathology being offered by universities were
reviewed. It was found that these curricula are primarily research-based programs and
that none of them contained sufficient clinical training to qualify the programs as
specialized clinical qualification. It is for this reason that the qualification was termed
as an academic research-based qualification as opposed to being a purely specialist
clinical qualification for purposes of entry into the Specialist Register for practice of

clinical specialties by licensed medical practitioners.
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M.Phil Pathology is a two year course whereas the clinical qualification of Pathology
is a four-year clinical training program and these cannot be equated under any

circumstances.

Recently, a detailed story appeared in the Dawn on 315t January 2021 relating to this
subject and further, a letter written on this subject by Vice Chancellor UHS to the Dawn
on 318t January 2021 has also been circulated. The facts narrated in the story
appearing in the print media and also the letter of the Vice Chancellor UHS have
unfortunately represented incorrect and misleading facts relating to this issue. It is
highly unfortunate that such esteemed organizations like the Dawn and UHS elected
to comment incorrectly on the subject and misrepresented facts to portray a wholly

incorrect version of the actual facts.

The Commission has at no time revised its decision to treat M.Phil Pathology as an
academic qualification, which it is, nor has the Commission at the insistence of UHS
revisited its decision. It is an admitted fact that M.Phil Pathology is an academic
research-based program and not a clinical training program or qualification which is
further evidenced by the fact that the clinical program is a four-year program as against

the two-year M.Phil program.

The ‘stir' as is referred to was due to the fact that, in the past, persons holding an
M.Phil Pathology were granted privileges by healthcare institutions to work in the
pathology labs as well as work as educators/faculty in medical colleges. It was wrongly
presumed as a result of the Commission’s decision that it in some way restricted the
healthcare institutions ability to continue granting similar privileges. This fact has been
clarified by the Commission at the request of different group of pathologists who

contacted the Commission on this issue.
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—I;Io. iJHSNC—ZOIZ‘! Date: January 31, 2021

v Javed ribram

MRCP {UK), FRCP (Londen), FRCP (Glasgow),

FRCP (Edin), FACC (USA), FACP (USA), FASIM (USA)

Vice Chancellor Lahore - Pakistan
The Editor,
The Dawn newspaper,
20 -N, Gulberg II,
Lahore 54660

Subject:  REJOINDER TO THE NEWS ITEM PUBLISHED IN THE DAWN NEWSPAPER

ON 315T JANUARY, 2021, UNDER THE HEADLINE “M.PHIL PATHOLOGY NO
LONGER CLINICAL QUALIFICATION".

Dear Sir,

This is apropos of a news item published in your esteemed newspaper on Sunday,
31# January, 2021, under the caption *M.Phil Pathology no longer clinical qualification”. The
situation in this regard is not as grim as depicted in the said news item and had the concerned
reporter contacted me before submitting the news for publication, some very important
developments might have been incorporated thus changing the very crux of the story. But as it
never happened, a correction/explanation to the news item may please be published in the
interest of your esteemed readers who appreciate only facts and complete truths; and if possible,
by giving equal coverage to undo the ill effect of misleading occurred due to said news item.

M.Phil Pathology is one of the higher qualifications being offered by the medical
universities, including University of Health Sciences (UHS), in basic medical sciences for last
many years. The Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC) decision to categorize these MPhil
qualifications as academic qualifications caused a stir among working pathologists. As this
decision of the Commission could have substantial effect on the careers of thousands of
pathologists working in hospitals and labs, | as the vice chancellor of the largest public sector
medical university of the country, wrote to the Honorable President PMC to kindly reconsider
this policy decision. The letter was written about one month ago.

Itis pertinent to mention that Government of Punjab appreached the PMC officials
in the firstinstance and | also wrote a letter to this effect. It is heartening that the PMC authorities
have magnanimously agreed to revisit this policy decision to the extent of pathologists who have
already acquired the MPhil degrees and it has been agreed that it will not be applicable
retrospectively for which we are grateful to them. This is an important development which should
been a part of the said story.

| want to assure you that things are going in right direction and efforts are being
made to make the pathologists’ point of view clear to PMC authorities but such news items
containing half-truths could sabotage these efforts. Moreover, the impression given in the said
story that | am behind this move should be dispelled.

With best regards,
Hodeasoad b g

Professor Javed Akram
Vice-Chancellor,

University of Health Sciences
Lahore

Khayaban-e-Jamia Punjab, Lahore - 54600, Pakm;n Tel: 492-42-99230396 Fax: +492-42-99231310
E-mail: vegouhs edupk  Web: www.uhs.edu.pk
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